Constitution and By-Laws
ARTICLE I—Name

The name of this club shall be the Marshall County 4-H and FFA Goat and Rabbit Club.

ARTICLE II—Purpose

The purpose of this club shall be to give each boy and girl opportunities to develop to the fullest extent in a four-fold manner for the personal development of Head--sound thinking, Health—healthy bodies, Hands—effective interpersonal relations and involvement in community services, Heart—a set of basic beliefs and values which gives meaning and purpose to life.  The 4-H program in West Virginia is conducted by West Virginia University cooperating with the United States Department of Agriculture, the County Commission, and the County Board of Education.

The purpose of this club is also to develop confident and aggressive agriculture leadership skills through FFA and vocational agriculture.  The FFA vocational agriculture program is conducted in cooperation with West Virginia Department of Education.

ARTICLE III—Membership

Sec. 1—Membership in this club is open to any youth between the ages of 9 to 21 years old (because West Virginia is the only state allowing 4-H membership past 19, youths 20 and 21 are not eligible to participate in out-of-state activities.) during the current 4-H year regardless of race, color, or national origin.  FFA membership is open to any youth at least in the ninth grade and not over the age of 21 on or before December 31st of the current year and/or out of school more than three years.
Sec. 2-- West Virginia 4-H Membership: The 4-H Year is October 1 to September 30. An individual of 4-H age may enroll in and carry 4-H membership in only one state and one county. The individual can join when he/she is in at least the third grade and/or 9 years of age (Example: a child can join 4-H if he/she is 8 years of age and will reach his/her 9th birthday during the current 4-H club year), and will not be eligible for membership if he/she reaches his/her 21st birthday on or before December 31 of the current 4-H year.

ARTICLE IV—Officers

Sec. 1—The officers of this club shall be president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, and reporter.  They shall be elected at the first regular meeting of the club in October and serve until the end of the club year or until their successors are elected and installed.

Sec. 2—Duties:  The president shall preside at all meetings, and strive at all times to direct the activities of the club in such a way as will promote its success and development of its members.  The vice-president shall act in the capacity of the president in case of his/her absence and give such assistance to the president as he/she can from time to time as the president may desire.  The secretary shall keep a record of all meetings, carry on the club’s correspondence, make club reports, and perform such other duties as may be assigned.   The treasurer shall have charge of all funds belonging to the club and disburse same upon the approval of the club.  The reporter shall conduct the publicity for the club and make reports to the local paper.

Sec 3.—An adult advisory board, consisting of any interested parent or other adult, in cooperation with the West Virginia Extension Office in Marshall County and FFA Advisors, shall act as advisors to the club.  They shall not have the right to vote, but may advise or make suggestions for the direction of the club.  Adults will be advisors to any committee that is appointed by the president and voted upon by the club.
ARTICLE V—Meetings

At least one regular meeting shall be held during the months of October, December, February, and April.   Other meetings may also be held at the discretion of the advisors or Extension Office staff.  The order of procedure at meetings shall be:

  a) Call to order by president

                                                  b) Pledge and 4-H/FFA pledges




  c) Reading the minutes




              d) Reports




              e) Unfinished or old business





  f) New business





  g) Leader remarks





  h) Program of the meeting, if any




  i) Adjournment

Members will be notified at least one week in advance of a meeting.

ARTICLE VI—Amendments to Constitution
This constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members present at any regular meeting, provided the proposed amendment was submitted at the regular meeting the previous month.

ARTICLE VII—Amendments to the By-Laws

The by-laws may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the members at the meeting in October.

By-Laws

ARTICLE I—Election

All officers of the club shall be elected by a majority vote by secret ballot.

ARTICLE II—Quorum

One-third of the members of the club shall constitute a quorum with power to transact business.

ARTICLE III—Committees

The president shall appoint all committees unless otherwise ordered by the club.

ARTICLE IV—Entries

Sec. 1—Entries shall be from 4-H and FFA projects with a completed project book, record guide, activity record, and exhibit.

Sec. 2—Market goats and rabbit projects are open to any first year 4-H or FFA member.

ARTICLE V—Market Goat Weigh-In

Sec. 1—All goats must be weighed at the official weigh-in in May at the Fairgrounds at the time and date that will be announced.

Sec. 2—All market goats being weighed in must be vaccinated against Entertoxemia and Tetanus (CD&T).  They may be disbudded or horned and tipped to a 1/2” diameter and must be wethered, if male.

Sec. 3—Market goats may be either male or female and of any breed.

Sec. 4—All members may weigh-in two goats, but can only show and sell one.

Sec. 5—All market goats must be born January 1 or after of the current 4-H year.

Sec. 6—Goats must be in member’s possession by weigh-in.

Sec. 7—Market goats must conform to current USDA Scrapie regulations by having a premise ID ear tag that has been issued by the USDA.  Any market goat not being able to show scrapie compliance will not be weighed and cannot be used for the project.  Tags will be the only Scrapie ID permitted.
Sec. 8—Tattoos are not necessary. All market goats will be tagged at weigh-in with a special ear tag, supplied by the club, for identification.  All market goats, tags, and owners must match up at fair week weigh-in in July.

Sec.9—All market goats will be weighed in Sunday of fair week.  Market goats must weigh a minimum of 45 pounds and show a weight gain over the May weight in order to sell.  Goats must not weigh over 120 pounds.  Goats not meeting the weight and weight gain guidelines will show, but not be placed.  Exhibitors may choose to sell their ungraded animal at the auction, but all ungraded animals will sell at the close of the auction.
ARTICLE VI—Market Rabbit Weigh-In

Sec. 1—Market rabbits should be of a meat breed.

Sec. 2—Rabbit Round-Up for market rabbits will be held approximately 17 weeks before the fair.  Doe rabbits must be tattooed prior to or at the Round-Up.

Sec. 3—Each exhibitor may register 2 does at the Rabbit Round-Up.  These does must then be used to breed for the market pen.  The mother of the market pen must be shown at the fair.

Sec. 4—Market rabbits are sold as a pen of three.

Sec. 4—Market rabbits will be weighed-in on Sunday of fair week at the fairgrounds.  The individual rabbits must weigh between 3-6 pounds each.  If any of the rabbits in the pen is over or under weight, the pen may show, but not be placed, then sell only as ungraded market rabbits, if they so choose.  Ungraded animals will sell at the close of the livestock auction.
Sec. 5—Market rabbits should be of same size, breed, and color, and not over 12 weeks old. 
Sec.6—All market rabbits must be home raised.

ARTICLE VII—Dairy Goat and Pygmy Rules

Sec. 1—No horns on dairy goats are permitted.

Sec. 2—Pygmy goats may have horns due to health reasons.

Sec. 3—All dairy goats and pygmy goats must conform to USDA Scrapie compliance. Any goat that is not able to show compliance will be sent home before fair starts.
Sec. 4—Goats must be supplied with hay and water at all times.  Water buckets may be removed at night for safety reasons.
Sec. 5—Full body clip is required on all dairy does.  Pygmies do not need to be clipped.
Sec. 6—No artificial coloring, dyes, or powders may be used on dairy or pygmy goats the week of the fair.

Sec. 7—Areas will be cleaned Saturday night of fair week starting at 9:30pm.  No goats shall be released before 10pm for any reason.

ARTICLE VIII—Breeding Meat Doe Rules

Sec. 1—All meat does must conform to current USDA Scrapie compliance.  Any meat 

doe not being able to show compliance will be sent home before fair starts.

Sec. 2—Breeding meat does may be percentage, purebred, or full-blood, and of any meat 

breed.

Sec. 3—Breeding meat does will be housed in pens.  Each goat must be furnished with

hay and water at all times.  

Sec. 4—Exhibitors are expected to take care of their animals daily—feeding, watering, 

and cleaning their pens.

Sec. 5—Pens will be cleaned Saturday night of fair week starting at 9:30 pm.  No meat

goat shall be released before 10 pm for any reason.

Sec. 6—Breeding meat does may have horns.

Sec. 7—Full body clipping on breeding meat does is not recommended.  

Sec. 8—No artificial coloring, dyes, or powders may be used on breeding meat does

during the week of fair.

Sec. 9—Any breeding meat doe brought on the fairgrounds must be shown.  No 

“pen-ups” allowed, unless it is a doe nursing a show kid or a show doe with un-weaned

 kids.

ARTICLE IX—Fair Week

Sec. 1—Display signs identifying all goats and rabbits will be provided and must be up by Sunday night.
Sec. 2—Members must exhibit their own animals.  If there is an unforeseen accident with a member, the goat/rabbits can be shown by another 4-H member.

Sec. 3—Beginning and finishing weights will be displayed on all exhibit signs for market animals.  
Sec. 4—Daily care and pen cleaning is to be done by the exhibitor.  Failure to do so may result in being asked to leave.  

Sec. 5—Any market doe entered in the market class cannot be shown in the dairy doe division or breeding meat doe division in either open or 4-H classes.

Sec. 6—Market does may not be registered.

Sec. 7—All members are expected to be at the barn by 9:30pm on Saturday night.  Checks will not be distributed until areas are cleaned, thank yous are done, and books turned in.  All animals (market, 4-H, FFA, or open in goats or rabbits) going home with the exhibitor will be released from the barns at 10pm.

Sec. 8—Locks on rabbit cages will not be permitted.

Sec. 9—Rabbit cages must be cleaned underneath every day.

Sec. 10—Market goats must not have any medications 30 days prior to the start of fair.  No growth hormones will be allowed.

Sec. 11—Dress code for all 4-H and FFA shows and sales will be as follows:

Black pants, white shirts, black ties, and the 4-H or FFA patch.  No combs or like objects, including food incentives, allowed in show ring.  Member must be neat and clean.  No hats, t-shirts, or advertising allowed.  This will be strictly enforced.

ARTICLE X—Goat Shows (Market, Meat, Pygmy, and Dairy)

Sec. 1—4-H and FFA Showmanship will be divided into four classes:


  Beginning—all members who have never shown an animal before
Junior—9 to 13 years old (Member must not reach his/her 14th birthday on or before January 1 of the current year.)
Senior—14 years old and older and past winners from junior showman class (Member must at least 14 years old on or before January 1 of the current year.)

**All class winners will show in ELITE Class**

 Elite—All senior showmen winners from previous fairs and all prior elite winners.
Classes may be further divided depending on number of entrants.

Sec. 2—All 4-H and FFA members with a project goat in market, dairy, pygmy, and/or breeding meat will participate in showmanship.

Sec. 3—All judging and results of the shows are considered final and no arguments with the judges or about the judges will be heard.

Sec. 4—All dairy breeds (registered and grade) will be shown together.

Sec. 5—A doe must be shown in a dairy, meat, or pygmy class only.

Sec. 6—No wethers will be entered into the dairy classes or breeding meat doe classes.

Sec. 7—All dairy does will be milked out dry at 8:00 pm the evening before the show.

Sec. 8—Pygmies will show separately.

Sec. 9—No bucks or wethers will be entered into the pygmy classes.

Sec. 10—Meat does will be shown with a show collar.

Sec. 11—All meat does will be shown together, regardless of percentage or registration.

ARTICLE XI—Rabbit Shows (Market and Show Rabbits)

Sec. 1—Dress code for all 4-H and FFA rabbit shows will be as follows:  Black pants, white shirts (long sleeve required for showmanship only), black ties, and the 4-H and FFA patch.  No combs or like objects, including food incentives, allowed in the ring.  Member must be neat and clean.  No hats, t-shirts, or advertising allowed.  This will be strictly enforced.
Sec. 2—Market rabbits are shown as a pen of three.

Sec. 3—Any rabbit shown in a pen of three cannot be shown as a single entry.

Sec.4 –Rabbit showmanship is mandatory. 
Sec.5 -- 4-H and FFA Showmanship will be divided into four classes:


  Beginning—all members who have never shown an animal before

Junior—9 to 13 years old (Member must not reach his/her 14th birthday on or         before January 1 of the current year.)

Senior—14 years old and older and past winners from junior showman class (Member must at least 14 years old on or before January 1 of the current year.)


**All class winners will show in Overall Showman Class**

 Overall Showman—All senior showmen winners from previous fairs and all prior overall winners.

Classes may be further divided depending on number of entrants.

ARTICLE XII—Market Sale

Sec. 1—Animals are sold in order of show placing.  Grand Champion will sell first, Reserve Grand Champion will sell next, and the remaining blue ribbon animals (choice), red (good), and white (utility).  All ungraded animals will sell at the conclusion of the sale.
Sec. 2—Sale order will rotate every year.  Goats sell first in 2005, rabbits sell first in 2006, and so on.  

Sec. 3—Market rabbits are sold as a pen of three, not by the pound.

Sec. 4—Market goats will sell by the head, and not by the pound.

Sec. 5--Exhibitors and/or parents or guardians of an exhibitor may not bid on or buy the animal of said exhibitor on first round.

Sec. 6—All sale money will be given to the club treasurer to be deposited into the club’s account.  Checks will then be issued to each member following the pen cleaning on Saturday night.

Sec. 7—Each member will write a thank you note to his/her buyer and trophy donor.  Trophy and buyer thank you notes may be given to the donor or buyer or handed in to the superintendents for distribution.

ARTICLE XIII—Extenuating Circumstances

Sec. 1—All market animals are expected to be in top health.  If a market animal entry dies before the fair weigh-in, it may be replaced with the backup goat that was weighed-in previously.  

Sec. 2—If a market animal dies after fair weigh-in and before showing, it may be replaced with the exhibitor’s backup animal, provided the back-up was weighed-in at the official weigh-in at the beginning of Fair Week.  Exhibitors weighing in two goats at the beginning of fair week must send one back home after weigh-in, as there is only room to house one market goat per exhibitor at the fair.

Sec. 3—If a market animal dies after show and before sale, a backup cannot be brought in.  The exhibitor is encouraged to complete the project book and record guide regardless, reflecting such a loss.

Sec. 4—If a market animal dies after show and sale and before buyer pickup on Saturday, it is the exhibitor’s responsibility to refund the buyer’s purchase price.  This must be reflected in the record guide. 

Sec. 5—If a death of an animal happens at any time on the fairgrounds during fair week, it is the exhibitor’s sole responsibility to provide a vet-performed necropsy to rule out any communicable disease.  The carcass must not leave the fairgrounds unless in the possession of a licensed veterinarian.

This Constitution and By-Laws is updated as of October 2011.  All copies of constitutions, by-laws, and other rules or regulations, dated before October 2011 are considered null and void.
